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Abstract
The heretofore unknown relationship between Pixley kaIsaka Seme, one of the 
founders of the African National Congress, and Alain L. Locke, the primary architect 
of the Harlem Renaissance, is revealed and explored. I suggest that Seme’s Pan-
African sensibilities created the conditions for Locke to explore what it means to 
SXUVXH� DQ�$IULFDQ� 5HQDLVVDQFH�� DQG� /RFNH·V� IRFXV� RQ� OLWHUDU\� H[SUHVVLRQ� ZDV� DQ�
exemplar for Seme’s later forays in journalism and cosmopolitan unions across 
HWKQLF� OLQHV�� 6HPH� DQG� /RFNH�� KRZHYHU�� FUHDWHG� VLJQLÀFDQWO\� GLIIHUHQW� FRQFHSWV�
of African regeneration, Renaissance, race and cosmopolitanism. Their concepts 
are described and evaluated. Seme’s approach to Renaissance is criticised for its 
reliance on an ideal of valuation that renders values stable and unchanging. Locke’s 
value theory contends that valuation is necessarily engaged in transvaluation, thus, 
human cognition is necessarily always engaged in creating new value categories. 
/RFNH·V�DSSURDFK�LV�FULWLFLVHG�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�IRU�ZKDW�,�GHÀQH�DV�¶VRSKLVWLFDWHG�
cruelty’ – the unintentional social destruction of ethnic group values. I argue that 
Locke’s approach of moderate cosmopolitan has the least theoretical disadvantages 
of major concepts of cosmopolitanism and Pan Africanism.

Keywords:� $IULFDQ� 1DWLRQDO� &RQJUHVV�� $IULFDQ� 5HQDLVVDQFH�� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP��
+DUOHP� 5HQDLVVDQFH�� ODQJXDJH� DQG� WUDQVODWLRQV�� QDWLYLVP�� 3DQ� $IULFDQLVP�� UDFH��
UHJHQHUDWLRQ��WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ��YDOXH�WKHRU\�
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Introduction

,PDJLQH�WKDW�D�OHWWHU�KDG�PDJLFDO�SRZHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�RQH�GDWHG���0DUFK�������7KLV�OHWWHU�
DUULYHG�LQ�%RVWRQ��0DVVDFKXVHWWV�IURP�2[IRUG��(QJODQG��LQ������ZLWK�WKH�ZURQJ�DGGUHVV�
IRU�WKH�UHFLSLHQW��7KH�OHWWHU�ZDV�QRQHWKHOHVV�VKRUWO\�GHOLYHUHG�WR�WKH�ULJKW�SHUVRQ��7KH�
DXWKRU�ZDV�D�\RXQJ�PDQ�LQ�KLV�HDUO\�WZHQWLHV��ERUQ�LQ�,QDQGD������"���LQ�.ZD=XOX�1DWDO��
6RXWK�$IULFD��8QEHNQRZQVW�WR�KLP�DW�WKH�WLPH��KH�ZRXOG�EH�D�FHQWUDO�¿JXUH�LQ�EULQJLQJ�
GRZQ�WKH�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�UDFLVW�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��+LV�µ5HJHQHUDWLRQ�RI�
$IULFD¶��������VSHHFK�ZRQ�WKH�&XUWLV�0HGDO��&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�KLJKHVW�RUDWRULFDO�
KRQRXU�� ,W�GH¿QHG�D�FRQFHSW�RI� UHJHQHUDWLRQ��5HQDLVVDQFH�DQG� UDFH� WKDW�ZRXOG�JXLGH�
KLV�HIIRUWV�RI�$IULFDQ�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�IRU�\HDUV�WR�FRPH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�DXWKRU�RQFH�OLYHG�
RQ����th�6WUHHW�DQG�/HQR[�$YHQXH��+DUOHP��1HZ�<RUN��KH�VHQW�WKH�OHWWHU�IURP�2[IRUG�
WR�DQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�KH�KDG�QHYHU�PHW��7KH�UHFLSLHQW�ZRXOG�OHDG�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�FXOWXUDO�PRYHPHQWV��WKH�1HZ�1HJUR�RU�+DUOHP�5HQDLVVDQFH�PRYHPHQW��
DUJXLQJ�LQ�KLV�µ/HJDF\�RI�DQFHVWUDO�DUWV¶��The new Negro��������WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDO�$IULFDQ�
FXOWXUH�ZDV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�µFODVVLFDO¶�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXHV�WKDW�LQIRUPHG�QRW�MXVW�1HJUR�FXOWXUH��
EXW�FDUULHG�XQLYHUVDO�YDOXH��+H�ZRXOG�FUHDWH�D�SKLORVRSK\��FULWLFDO�SUDJPDWLVP�DQG�D�
FXOWXUDO�RULHQWDWLRQ��FXOWXUDO�SOXUDOLVP��DQG�SURYLGH�D�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�DHVWKHWLF�EHDXW\�IRU�
D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�DUWLVWV��PXVLFLDQV�DQG�OLWHUDU\�DXWKRUV�IURP�1HZ�<RUN�WR�6RSKLDWRZQ��
6RXWK�$IULFD��3RUW�DX�3ULQFH��+DLWL��DQG�3DULV��)UDQFH��7KH�UHFLSLHQW�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ������
LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��+H�ZRXOG�YLVLW�(J\SW�DQG�EH�SUHVHQW�DW�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�7XWDQNKDPHQ¶V�
WRPE��XVH�$]DQGH�UK\WKPV�LQ�D�SOD\��UHFHLYH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2UGHU�RI�+RQRU�DQG�0HULW�
IURP�WKH�+DLWLDQ�SUHVLGHQW��(OLH�/HVFRW��DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�WKH�IDLWK�ZLWK�ZKLFK�KH�
ZDV�PRVW�FORVHO\�DVVRFLDWHG��WKH�PLGGOH�(DVWHUQ�IDLWK�RI�%¶KDL��ZRXOG�DWWHQG�KLV�IXQHUDO��

7KH�VHQGHU�DQG�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI�WKH�PDJLFDO�OHWWHU�EHFDPH��RQFH�WKH\�PHW��PHPEHUV�
RI� WKH�2[IRUG�&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE� DQG� OLIH�ORQJ� IULHQGV��+RZHYHU�� WKH� OHWWHU� GLG� QRW�
PHQWLRQ� ±� DQG� WKHUH� LV� QR� HYLGHQFH� WKDW� WKH\� QHYHU� GLVFXVVHG� ±� DQ\� IHDWXUH� RI� WKHLU�
GLIIHUHQW�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��5HQDLVVDQFH�DQG�UDFH��

The bond: Seme and Locke

$ODLQ�/��/RFNH������±�������ZKLOH�D�VWXGHQW�LQ�SKLORVRSK\�DW�+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�
������ UHFHLYHG� WKH�PDJLFDO� OHWWHU�±�D� OHWWHU�RI�ZHOFRPH�±� IURP�3L[OH\�ND,VDND�6HPH�
�����"±������ SDWULOLQHDO� FODQ� QDPH�� isibongo�� 7RQJD�� ZKR� ZDV� D� VWXGHQW� DW� -HVXV�
&ROOHJH�UHDGLQJ�ODZ��/RFNH��LQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�QDWLRQDOO\��KDG�ZRQ�WKH�
SUHVWLJLRXV�5KRGHV�VFKRODUVKLS��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�ZLQQHU��,W�ZDV�IRU�
WKLV�UHDVRQ�WKDW�6HPH�ZURWH�WR�/RFNH��WR�ZHOFRPH�KLP�DV�D�IHOORZ�RI�$IULFDQ�GHVFHQW�
WR�2[IRUG��

/RFNH�LQWHQGHG�WR�SXUVXH�KLV�DFDGHPLF�FDUHHU�ZLWKRXW�RWKHUV�WUHDWLQJ�KLP�DV�LI�KH�
ZHUH�WKH�HPERGLPHQW�RU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�1HJURHV��OHW�DORQH�$IULFDQV��+H�UHVHQWHG�WKH�
LGHD�WKDW�KLV�UROH�ZDV�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI��RU�NQRZOHGJH�RI��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV��
&RQVHTXHQWO\�� KLV� VHOI�DVVXUDQFH�� LQGLYLGXDOLVP�DQG� UHIXVDO� WR�EH� UDFLDOO\� VHJUHJDWHG�
FDPH�DV�D�VXUSULVH�WR�ZKLWH�$PHULFDQV�DFFXVWRPHG�WR�WUHDWLQJ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV��DQG�
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$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�WRR�RIWHQ�DFWLQJ��DV�VHOI�GHSUHFDWRUV��+RZHYHU��VKRUWO\�DIWHU�DUULYLQJ�
DW�2[IRUG��KLV�VHOI�FRQFHSW�FKDQJHG�UDGLFDOO\��+DUULV�DQG�0ROHVZRUWK�������

6KRUWO\�DIWHU�/RFNH¶V�DUULYDO�DW�+HUWIRUG�&ROOHJH��2[IRUG��6HPH�LQWURGXFHG�KLP�WR�
WKH�&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE��6HPH�ZDV�WKH�WUHDVXUHU�IRU�WKH�6XPPHU�WHUP��������+H�XVHG�
)UHQFK�DFFHQWV� IRU�KLV�QDPH��6qPp�� DQG�KLV�$IULFDQ�PLGGOH�QDPH�� ,VDND�� DV�KLV�¿UVW�
QDPH��7KH�&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE�LQFOXGHG�QRW�MXVW�%ULWLVK�DQG�$PHULFDQ�QDWLRQDOV��EXW�DOVR�
+DPLO�(O�$ODLO\��IXWXUH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�6RFLHW\�RI�(QJODQG���/DOD�+DU�'D\DO�
IURP�,QGLD��D�IXWXUH�QDWLRQDOLVW�DQG�0DU[LVW�DXWKRU���DQG�9��0XNHUMHD��IXWXUH�SURSRQHQW�
RI� LQGHSHQGHQFH� IRU� ,QGLD���7KH�(XURSHDQ�DQG�$PHULFDQ�ZKLWH�QDWLRQDO�PHPEHUV�RI�
WKH�FOXE�GH¿HG�WKH�QRUP��3KLOOLS�*XHGDOOD��IRU�H[DPSOH��ZDV�(QJOLVK��ERUQ�RI�-HZLVK�
KHULWDJH��ZKR�ZRXOG�FRPH�WR�VXSSRUW�KRPH�UXOH�IRU�,UHODQG��&DUO�'RZQHV��DQ�$PHULFDQ�
ZKRP�/RFNH�NQHZ�IURP�+DUYDUG��KHOSHG�/RFNH�EHFRPH�DQ�RI¿FHU�RI�WKH�&RVPRSROLWDQ�
&OXE��/RFNH�ZURWH�µ&RVPRSROLWDQLVP�DQG�FXOWXUH¶�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�DUULYLQJ�DW�2[IRUG��KH�
SUHVHQWHG� D� IHDWXUH� RI� LW� DV� µ&RVPRSROLWDQLVP¶� WR� WKH�&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE� RQ� �� -XQH�
������DW�WKH�HQG�RI�KLV�¿UVW�DFDGHPLF�\HDU�DW�2[IRUG��7KH�WDON�ZDV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�URRPV�RI�
+DPHG�(O�$ODLO\�DQG�LQ�2FWREHU�RI�������(O�$ODLO\�SUHVHQWHG�KLV�SDSHU��µ7KH�(J\SWLDQ�
TXHVWLRQ¶��DW�D�FOXE�PHHWLQJ�LQ�/RFNH¶V�URRP�DW����%HDXPRQW�6WUHHW��/RFNH�ZDV�HOHFWHG�
DV�DQ�RI¿FHU�LQ�WKH�FOXE�LQ������DQG�HGLWRU�RI�LWV�SXEOLFDWLRQ��WKH�Oxford cosmopolitan��

,�VSHFXODWH�WKDW�KH�JDLQHG�IURP�6HPH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�$IULFDQ�
JULHYDQFHV�DQG�$IULFDQ�UDFLDO�SULGH��/DOD�+DU�'D\DO��ZKR�ZRUH�KLV�WXUEDQ�WR�D�IRUPDO�
EODFN�WLH�GLQQHU�RI�WKH�FOXE��,�VXUPLVH��KHOSHG�UHLQIRUFH�/RFNH¶V�VHQVH�RI�SULGH�DQG�H[SDQG�
KLV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�$IULFDQ�JULHYDQFHV��/RFNH�SXEOLVKHG�TXLWH�DVWRQLVKLQJ�ZRUNV�GXULQJ�
KLV�2[IRUG�GD\V��6KRUWO\�DIWHU�KLV�ZHOFRPLQJ�IURP�6HPH��/RFNH¶V�¿UVW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�ZDV�
D�QHZVSDSHU�DUWLFOH�WKDW�DGGUHVVHG�FRORQLDOLVP��HQWLWOHG�µ5RRVHYHOW�DJLWDWHG�DQWL�%ULWLVK�
IDFWLRQV��(J\SWLDQ�VSHHFK�UHFDOOV�P\ULDG�JULHYDQFHV�RI�QDWLRQDOLVW�EDVHG�RQ�(QJODQG¶V�
QHJOLJHQFH� RI� HGXFDWLRQ¶� �������� +LV� IXWXUH� SXEOLFDWLRQV�� ZKLOH� LQ� (QJODQG�� ZRXOG�
DGGUHVV�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP��UDFH�DQG�DFDGHPLF�LVVXHV��µ(SLORJXH¶�±�ZKLFK�ERUURZHG�IURP�
µ&RVPRSROLWDQLVP�DQG�FXOWXUH¶���������µ2[IRUG�FRQWUDVWV¶��������DQG�µ7KH�$PHULFDQ�
WHPSHUDPHQW���������/RFNH�DQG�6HPH�VSHQW�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�WLPH�DSSUHFLDWLQJ�%ULWLVK�
FXOWXUH� DQG� PDNLQJ� FRQWDFWV� LQ� DQ� (GZDUGLDQ� ZRUOG� UXOHG� E\� 9LFWRULDQ� YLUWXHV�� ,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��KRUVHEDFN�ULGLQJ��DIWHUQRRQ�WHDV�DQG�GLQQHUV�GUHVVHG�LQ�VXLWV�RIWHQ�RFFXSLHG�
WKHLU�WLPH��

,Q�-XQH�������6HPH�JDLQHG�D�%DFKHORU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�FLYLO�ODZ�DQG�SDVVHG�KLV�¿UVW�EDU�
H[DPLQDWLRQV��7KH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�KH�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�WKH�EDU�DW�0LGGOH�7HPSOH��/RQGRQ��
6HPH� UHWXUQHG� WR�6RXWK�$IULFD� LQ� ������ MRLQHG� D� ODZ�¿UP� DQG� WKHQ� KHOSHG� RUJDQLVH�
WKH� ¿UVW�PHHWLQJ� RI� WKH� 6RXWK�$IULFDQ�1DWLYH�1DWLRQDO� &RQJUHVV� �ODWHU� UHQDPHG� WKH�
$IULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�&RQJUHVV��$1&���RQ���-DQXDU\�������LQ�%ORHPIRQWHLQ��+H�WKHQ�KHOSHG�
RUJDQLVH� WKH�1DWLYH�)DUPHUV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�$IULFD�/LPLWHG��¿UVW�PHHWLQJ����2FWREHU�
�����LQ�-RKDQQHVEXUJ��7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�1DWLYH�)DUPHUV��ZLWK�6HPH�DV�LWV�FKDLUPDQ��
ZDV�WR�EX\�ODQG�IRU�EODFNV��,Q�WKH�:DNNHUVWURRP�'LVWULFW�RI�WKH�(DVWHUQ�7UDQVYDDO�WKH�
IDUPV� RI�'DJJDNUDDO� DQG�'ULHIRQWHLQ�ZHUH� HYHQWXDOO\� SXUFKDVHG�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� RQ� ���
-DQXDU\�KH�ZULWHV�/RFNH�WKDW�µ>W@KHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�FKDQFH�KHUH�RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�DQG�GLUHFWLQJ�
1DWLYH�-RXUQDOLVP�DORQJ�1DWLRQDO�/LQHV¶��/DWHU�6HPH�EHFDPH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�LQ�VWDUWLQJ�
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WKH�QHZVSDSHU�Abantu-Batho,�DQ�HDUO\�RUJDQ�RI�WKH�OLEHUDWLRQ�VWUXJJOH��,W�ZDV�/RFNH¶V�
GHHS�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�SRZHU�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�SRSXODU�PHGLD�WKDW��,�VSHFXODWH��6HPH�
JDLQHG�IURP�/RFNH��6HPH�KDG�UHJXODUO\�JLYHQ�/RFNH�FRPPHQWV�RQ�KLV�ZRUN�ZKLOH�WKH\�
ZHUH�DW�2[IRUG�

Abantu-Batho�ZDV�ODXQFKHG�ZLWK�&��.XQHQH�DV�(QJOLVK�DQG�LVL=XOX�HGLWRU�DQG�'��
6��/HWDQND�DV 6HVRWKR�HGLWRU��7KH�FLUFXODU�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�YDULRXVO\�LQ�LVL=XOX��LVL;KRVD��
6HVRWKR� DQG� (QJOLVK��Abantu-Batho� UHSODFHG� WKH� WZR� FRPSHWLQJ� VPDOOHU� FLUFXODWLQJ�
SXEOLFDWLRQV��Morumioa��IRXQGHG�DQG�HGLWHG�E\�'�6��/HWDQND��DQG�Molomo Oa Batho��
IRXQGHG�DQG�HGLWHG�E\�/�7��0YDED]H��Abantu-Banto�EHJDQ��DFFRUGLQJ� WR�RQH�DXWKRU��
ZLWK�¿QDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� IURP�4XHHQ�/DERWVLEHQL�0GOXOL� �F����������'HFHPEHU��������
DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�*ZDPLOH��GDXJKWHU�RI�&KLHI�0YHODVH�0GOXOL�DQG�ZLIH�RI�1JZHQ\DPD�
0EDQG]HQL��UR\DO�UHJHQW��UXOLQJ�KHU�FRXQWU\�IURP�WKH�GHDWK�RI�KHU�VRQ�%KXQX�LQ������
XQWLO�WKH�DFFHVVLRQ�WR�WKH�WKURQH�RI�KHU�JUDQGVRQ��&URZQ�3ULQFH�0RQD��.LQJ�6REKX]D�
,,��LQ�������2GHQGDDO�������

7KH�LGHD�IRU�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�KDG�ORQJ�RFFXSLHG�6HPH��)URP�-RXEHUW�DQG�$QGHUVRQ�
6WUHHWV��-RKDQQHVEXUJ��WKH�3��ND,VDND�6HPH��%�$���%DU�DW�/DZ�2I¿FH��KH�ZURWH�/RFNH�
RQ����-DQXDU\������DERXW�KLV�IRUWKFRPLQJ�PDUULDJH�WR�D�GDXJKWHU�RI�D�=XOX�FKLHI�DQG�RQ�
���-DQXDU\�KH�ZURWH�/RFNH�WR�UHTXHVW�WKDW�KH�ZULWH�DQ�DUWLFOH�IRU�µRXU�1DWLYH�3DSHU¶��+H�
DOVR�LQIRUPHG�/RFNH�WKDW�KH�KDG�VSUHDG�/RFNH¶V�QDPH�DPRQJ�QDWLYH�FRXQVHOV��,Q�ODWHU�
\HDUV��6HPH�ZRXOG�ZULWH�/RFNH�IURP�WKH�/RPEDPED�5R\DO�.UDDO��6ZD]LODQG��LQ������
KH�VHQW�D�FDEOH�IURP�D�VKLS��8QLRQ�&DVWOH�/LQH��5�0�6��µ%ULWRQ¶��UHJDUGLQJ�KLV�HIIRUWV�WR�
VXH�WKH�%ULWLVK�JRYHUQPHQW�IRU�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�WKH�WHUULWRULHV��7KH�VHPLQDO�PRPHQWV�LQ�
6HPH¶V�OLIH�FDQ�EH�PDUNHG�E\�KLV�JUDGXDWLRQ�SLFWXUH�IURP�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�������
KLV�SLFWXUH�ZLWK�WKH�&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE�DW�2[IRUG�ZLWK�/RFNH�LQ�������DQG�KLV�JURXS�
SRUWUDLW�LQ�����"�1�ZLWK�4XHHQ�/DERWVLEHQL�0GOXOL�DQG�&URZQ�3ULQFH�0RQD�

Forms of cosmopolitanism

$�FRVPRSROLWDQ�LV�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�HVFKHZV�WKH�SDUWLVDQVKLSV�DQG�SDURFKLDO�FRPPLWPHQWV�
RI� FLW\�VWDWHV� DQG� SULQFLSDOLWLHV�� 3DQ�$IULFDQLVWV� DUH� QHFHVVDULO\� FRVPRSROLWDQV��7KH\�
DUH��XVLQJ�VRPH�IRUP�RI�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP��FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�XQLWHG�$IULFD�VXFK�WKDW�ORFDO�
QDWLRQDOLWLHV�DQG�HWKQLFLWLHV�DUH�VXERUGLQDWH�WR�WKH�PRUH�FRPSHOOLQJ�LQWHUHVW�RI�DW�OHDVW�
WKH�JHRJUDSKLF�XQLW\�RI�WKH�FRQWLQHQW�DQG�FRQYLYLDOLW\�RI�LWV�SHRSOH��$OO�RI�WKH�YHUVLRQV�
RI� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� FDWHJRULVHG� EHORZ� DUH� FRPPLWWHG� WR� KXPDQ� HPDQFLSDWLRQ� IURP�
XQGXH�FRQÀLFW�DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�SURJUHVVLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�IRU�DOO�SHUVRQV��KRZHYHU��
WKHLU�SKLORVRSKLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�

5DGLFDO�FRVPRSROLWDQV�UHMHFW� WKH� LGHD� WKDW�HWKQLF�RU� UDFLDO� LGHQWLWLHV�DUH� MXVWL¿HG�
IRU� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�JURXSV� IRUPLQJ�FRKHVLRQ� WR�SURWHFW� WKHPVHOYHV�DJDLQVW�GRPLQDQW�
JURXSV��$� UDGLFDO� FRVPRSROLWDQ� LV� µRQH�ZKR� UHIUDLQV� IURP�¿[DWLQJ� RQ� WULEDO� �UDFLDO�
HWKQLF�QDWLRQDO�� OR\DOWLHV� DQG� LV� HVSHFLDOO\� VXVSLFLRXV� RI� HPSOR\LQJ� VXFK� OR\DOWLHV�
DV� FULWHULD� LQ�PRUDO� GHOLEHUDWLRQV�«�D� UDGLFDO� FRVPRSROLWDQ� IHHOV� QR� FRPSXOVLRQ� WR�
EH�OR\DO�WR�KLV�URRWV��RULJLQ��RU�KHULWDJH¶��+LOO������������1ZDQNZR��������$�UDGLFDO�
FRVPRSROLWDQ�UHMHFWV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOV�RU�JURXSV�WR�GH¿QH�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WHUPV�
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RI�DXWKHQWLF�FXOWXUDO�PRRULQJV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�6WRLF�'LRJHQHV�/DsUWLXV��.DUO�0DU[��
-DVRQ�+LOO��

$� PRGHUDWH� FRVPRSROLWDQ� LV� RQH� ZKR� IDYRXUV� FXOWLYDWLQJ� FXOWXUDO� UHVRXUFHV�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�HWKQLF��UDFLDO�RU�QDWLRQDO�JURXSV�RQ�WKH�SUHPLVH�WKDW�LQ�JURXS�
FRKHVLRQ� DQG� FXOWLYDWLRQ� DUH� SURYLVLRQDOO\� QHFHVVDU\�� LI� QRW� DOVR� VRFLDOO\� EHQH¿FLDO��
0RGHUDWHV�� DW� WKH� YHU\� OHDVW�� EHOLHYH� LQ� VRPH� IRUP�RI� VRFLDO� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� WKURXJK�
FRPPXQLFDWLYH�DJHQFLHV�DQG�FRQVLGHU�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DV�D�FRQWLQXDOO\�FUHDWHG�SKHQRPHQRQ�
�IRU�H[DPSOH��$ODLQ�/RFNH��.��$SSLDK��0��1XVVEDXP��,��1ZDQNZR��3��8QJHU���0RGHUDWH�
RU�VLWXDWHG�FRVPRSROLWDQV�FRQVLGHU�VXFK�LGHQWLWLHV�ZDUUDQWHG��EXW�KRSH�WKDW�LQ�DQ�LGHDO�
ZRUOG�VXFK�LGHQWLWLHV�ZRXOG�GLVVLSDWH��RU�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�WKHLU�VDOLHQFH�ZRXOG�KDYH�QR�HIIHFW�
RQ�OLIH�FKDQFHV�

1DWLYLVW�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�HPSKDVLVHV�FXOWLYDWLQJ�DQG�PDLQWDLQLQJ�VHSDUDWH�HWKQLF��
UDFLDO�� QDWLRQDO� RU� FXOWXUDO� FRPPXQLWLHV�� EHFDXVH� D� QDWLYLVW� FRVPRSROLWDQ� EHOLHYHV�
JURXSV�DUH�VXEVWDQWLYHO\�QDWXUDO�RU�VRFLDO�NLQGV��7KH\�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�VRPH�IRUP�RI�
JURXS�VHSDUDWLRQ�DOORZV�JURXSV�WR�SURWHFW�DQG�WUDQVPLW�WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�YDOXHV��$�QDWLYLVW�
EHOLHYHV�WKDW�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�LV�D�QHJRWLDWHG�VHW�RI�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�FR�HTXDO�JURXSV��
DQG�FRQVLGHUV�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQV��IRU�H[DPSOH��(�:��%O\GHQ��-�*��
+HUGHU�� -�(�&�� +D\IRUG�� 3�� 6HPH��� 1DWLYLVWV� EHOLHYH� UDFLDO� DQG� HWKQLF� LGHQWLWLHV� DUH�
FDUGLQDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�KXPDQLW\�

Seme’s concept of regeneration: Renaissance, race and 
cosmopolitanism

6HPH¶V�¿UVW�IRUD\�LQWR�SXEOLF�RUDWLRQ�DQG�HVVD\�ZULWLQJ�EHJDQ�ZLWK�KLV�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�
VHOI�GLJQLW\�DQG�SULGH��µ,�DP�DQ�$IULFDQ��DQG�,�VHW�P\�SULGH�LQ�P\�UDFH�RYHU�DJDLQVW�D�
KRVWLOH� SXEOLF� RSLQLRQ¶� �6HPH�����±������ �����7KLV�ZDV� LPPHGLDWHO\� IROORZHG�E\� D�
GHIHQVH�RI�$IULFDQ�KXPDQLW\��FRQWHQGLQJ�WKDW�D�FRPPRQ�VWDQGDUG�IRU�MXGJLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�
FLYLOLVDWLRQV�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��+H�WKHQ�H[SORUHV�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��

%\�WKLV�WHUP��UHJHQHUDWLRQ��,�ZLVK�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�PHDQ�WKH�HQWUDQFH�LQWR�D�QHZ�OLIH��
HPEUDFLQJ� WKH� GLYHUVH� SKDVHV� RI� KLJKHU�� FRPSOH[� H[LVWHQFH��7KH� EDVLF� IDFWRU��ZKLFK�
DVVXUHV�WKHLU�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��UHVLGHV�LQ�WKHLU�DZDNHQHG�UDFH�FRQVFLRXVQHVV������7KH�$IULFDQ�
SHRSOH�� DOWKRXJK� QRW� D� VWULFWO\� KRPRJHQRXV� UDFH�� SRVVHVV� D� FRPPRQ� IXQGDPHQWDO�
VHQWLPHQW� ZKLFK� LV� HYHU\ZKHUH� PDQLIHVW�� FU\VWDOOL]LQJ� LWVHOI� LQWR� RQH� FRPPRQ�
FRQWUROOLQJ�LGHD��«�FRPPRQ�GHVWLQ\��«�7KH�DQFHVWUDO�JUHDWQHVV��WKH�XQLPSDLUHG�JHQLXV��
DQG�WKH�UHFXSHUDWLYH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�UDFH��LWV�LUUHSUHVVLELOLW\��ZKLFK�DVVXUHV�LWV�SHUPDQHQFH��
FRQVWLWXWH� WKH�$IULFDQ¶V� JUHDWHVW� VRXUFH� RI� LQVSLUDWLRQ��«7KH� UHJHQHUDWLRQ� RI�$IULFD�
PHDQV�WKDW�D�QHZ�DQG�XQLTXH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�LV�VRRQ�WR�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�ZRUOG���LELG�������
��±���

,Q�µ7KH�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�RI�$IULFD¶�6HPH�XVHG�UDWKHU�VWDQGDUG�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�QDWLYH�$IULFDQ�
SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�H[SHFWHG�QDWLYH�SRSXODWLRQV� WR� VXVWDLQ� WKHLU� WUDGLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� IDFH�RI�
PRGHUQLW\��6HPH�WKRXJKW�RI�UDFHV�DV�VWDEOH�NLQGV��$IULFD¶V�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�GHSHQGHG�RQ�
WKH�UH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�WKH�VXEMXJDWHG�IHDWXUHV�RI�QRW�MXVW�$IULFDQ�WUDGLWLRQV��EXW�DOVR�WKH�
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DXWKRULW\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�QDWLYH�SRSXODWLRQV��JHQHUDOO\�GH¿QHG�DV�EODFN�RU�$IULFDQ��DV�
ORFDOO\�GH¿QHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�ODQJXDJHV��UHOLJLRXV�DQG�HWKQLF�KHULWDJHV��

$W� WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI� WKH�$1&��6HPH¶V�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�HPHUJHG�� µ7KH�GHPRQ�RI�
UDFLDOLVP�� WKH�DEHUUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�;KRVD±)LQJR�IHXG�� WKH�DQLPRVLW\� WKDW�H[LVWV�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�=XOXV�DQG�WKH�7RQJDV��EHWZHHQ�WKH�%DVXWRV�DQG�HYHU\�RWKHU�QDWLYH�PXVW�EH�EXULHG�
DQG� IRUJRWWHQ�«�:H� DUH� RQH� SHRSOH¶� �LELG��� ����� ,Q� KLV� PRQXPHQWDO� VSHHFK� EHIRUH�
WKH�IRXQGLQJ�PHHWLQJ�RI�WKH�$1&��6HPH�EROGO\�GHFODUHG��µ&KLHIV�RI�UR\DO�EORRG�DQG�
JHQWOHPHQ�RI�RXU�UDFH��ZH�KDYH�JDWKHUHG�KHUH�WR�FRQVLGHU�DQG�GLVFXVV�D�WKHPH�ZKLFK�
P\�FROOHDJXHV�DQG�,�KDYH�GHFLGHG�WR�SODFH�EHIRUH�\RX��«�GHYLVH�ZD\V�DQG�PHDQV�RI�
IRUPLQJ�RXU�QDWLRQDO�XQLRQ�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�FUHDWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�XQLW\�DQG�GHIHQGLQJ�RXU�
ULJKWV�DQG�SULYLOHJHV¶��LELG�������

6HPH¶V� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� IDFHV� VHYHUDO� FODVVLFDO� SUREOHPV�� KH� VXEPHUJHV� ORFDO�
FRQÀLFWV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHQHUDOLVH�FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�WUDLWV��KH�LPDJLQHV�
$IULFDQ�PRGHUQLW\��EXW�DOORZV�ROG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WR�UHPDLQ��KH�LGHQWL¿HV�FRPPRQ�PRUDO�
YLUWXHV�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�$IULFDQ�SRSXODWLRQV�ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�LJQRULQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�
DQG� WKH� GHJUHH� WKDW� ORFDO� SURYLQFLDO� ERQGV� OLPLW� WKH� UDQJH� WKDW�PRUDO� VHQWLPHQWV� DUH�
H[WHQGHG� WR� PHPEHUV� RXWVLGH� RI� D� SURYLQFLDO� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH� FKDUDFWHU� RI� WKHVH�
GLI¿FXOWLHV�LV�GLVFXVVHG�EHORZ�

Critique of Renaissance nativism

$OO�IRUPV�RI�5HQDLVVDQFH�HQWDLO�UHYROXWLRQDU\�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�ZKDW�LW� LV�WR�EH�KXPDQ��
7KH� ,WDOLDQ�� *LRYDQQL� 3LFR�� XQGHUVWRRG� µPDQ¶� DV� DQ� DJHQW� GXH� GLJQLW\�� <HW� 3LFR¶V�
ZRUOG��ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�DQ�DVFHQW�IRU�VHUIV� LQ�On the dignity of man ��������DOORZLQJ�
WKHP�WR�FODLP�D�ULJKW�WR�GLJQLW\��VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�GHQLHG�WKH�VDPH�WR�SHUVRQV�ZKR�ZHUH�
QRW�&KULVWLDQ��7KH� JUHDW�0XVOLP�SKLORVRSKHU�� ,EQ�.KDOGXQ�� LQVLVWHG� WKDW� WKH� GHHSHVW�
VHQWLPHQWV�RI�KXPDQNLQG�±�VHQWLPHQWV�FRPSHOOLQJ�PDQ�WR�VHHN�HQOLJKWHQPHQW�±�GH¿QHG�
D�QHZ�HPHUJHQW�EHLQJ��1RQHWKHOHVV��.KDOGXQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�$ULVWRWOH�ZRXOG�¿QG�LW�VWUDQJH�
WR� LQFOXGH� VODYHV� DV�PHPEHUV� RI� DQ� HPHUJHQW� HQOLJKWHQPHQW��$QG� WKH� JUHDW�$IULFDQ�
QDWLRQDOLVW��-�(��&DVHO\�+D\IRUG��)HQWH��$QRQR�JURXS���LQ�KLV Ethiopia unbound��������
FUHDWHG�D�XWRSLF�YLVLRQ�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�7KRPDV�0RUH¶V�Utopia���������EXW�FRQFHLYHG�WKH�
EHVW�RI�DOO�SRVVLEOH�ZRUOGV�QRW�ZLWK�WKH�FRQWHQWHG�VODYHV�RI�0RUH¶V�Utopia��EXW�FRQWHQWHG�
$IULFDQV�HQWUDSSHG�LQ�DQ�HWHUQDOO\�VW\PLHG�VHW�RI�YDOXHV�WKDW�QHYHU�FKDQJH��,Q�+D\IRUG¶V�
XWRSLD��$IULFDQV�P\VWLFDOO\�HQMR\�DOO�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�PRGHUQLW\�FUHDWHG�E\�URXWLQH�ODERXU��
FRUSRUDWH� RZQHUVKLS� �FROOHFWLYH� RU� SULYDWH��� PDQDJHPHQW� VWUXFWXUHV�� XUEDQ�EDVHG�
DQRQ\PRXV�LGHQWLWLHV��DQG�ZHDOWK�GH¿QHG�E\�H[FKDQJH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�E\�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�
SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV��1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH\�OLYH�LQ�D�VHHPLQJO\�LVRODWHG�YLOODJH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�
LPSDFW�RI�HPLJUDQWV��SROOXWLRQ�RU�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�GLVSODFLQJ�ZRUNHUV�

+D\IRUG�LPDJLQHG�$IULFDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�QR�SDUWLFXODU�HWKQLFLW\�SUDFWLVLQJ�YDOXHV�
RI�FRPPXQDOLVP��7KH�VDPH�KDSSHQV�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ubuntu�� WKHUH�DUH�QR�=XOXV��
;KRVDV��6DQ��HWF��±�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�FDUH�IRU�RWKHUV��RSHQQHVV�WR�RWKHUV��DQG�D�KRVW�RI�YDOXHV�
DNLQ� WR� OLEHUDO� HJDOLWDULDQ� VHQWLPHQWV��7KH� W\SHV� RI� YLUWXHV� 6HPH� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK� DOO�
$IULFDQ�SRSXODWLRQV��VXFK�DV�FRPPXQDOLVP��DOWUXLVP��WROHUDQFH��SLHW\�DQG�EHQHYROHQFH��
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ZHUH�WKH�VDPH�NLQGV�RI�YLUWXHV�WKDW�-�(��&DVHO\�+D\IRUG�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�KLV�XWRSLD��Ethiopia 
unbound��6HPH��OLNH�+D\IRUG��ZDV�WUDSSHG�E\�XVLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�$IULFD�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�
GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�XWRSLD��'HYHORSPHQW�QHFHVVDULO\�HQWDLOV�WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ�±�YDOXHV�VXFK�DV�
GLJQLW\�DUH�QRW�DFKLHYHG�E\�UHO\LQJ�RQ�DQ�XQFKDQJLQJ�WUDGLWLRQ��EXW�UDWKHU��WUDGLWLRQV�FDQ�
EH�XVHG�WR�FUHDWH�QHZ�H[SUHVVLRQV�WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�D�UHVSHFW�RI�WKH�SDVW��ZKLOH�WUDQVFHQGLQJ�
LWV�OLPLWDWLRQV��+DUULV�����±������������

/RFDO�NQRZOHGJH�IRUPV�DUH�DOZD\V�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�YLFLVVLWXGHV�RI�GRPLQDQW�UHJLPHV��
:KDWHYHU�WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�ORFDO�KHUEDO�UHPHGLHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH\�DUH�QRW�IXOO\�PDUNHWDEOH�
LQ� WKH� FDSLWDOLVW� VHQVH� XQOHVV� DSSURYHG� E\�PHWKRGV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�PDVV�PDUNHWLQJ�
HPSLUHV�� 7KH\� FDQ� DW� EHVW� EHQH¿W� WKH� ORFDO� SRSXODWLRQ�� EXW� LI� WKH\� DUH� WR� EHFRPH�
JHQHUDOO\�DYDLODEOH��WKH\�PXVW�EH�PDUNHWHG�XVLQJ�D�OLQJXD�IUDQFD��WKH�FRS\ULJKW�PXVW�EH�
UHFRUGHG�LQ�D�OLQJXD�IUDQFD��/RFDO�NQRZOHGJH�FDQ�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�FRQWULEXWRU�WR�GRPLQDQW�
UHJLPHV��2QH�GLI¿FXOW\�6HPH¶V�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�IDFHV��LV�WKDW�KH�ZDQWV�JURXSV�
WR�UHPDLQ�HPSRZHUHG�DV�DERULJLQDO�DXWKRULW\�DQG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�SURGXFH�NQRZOHGJH�
DQG�JRRGV� LQ�PRGHUQLW\��7KH�GLI¿FXOW\� LV�DQDORJRXV� WR� OLVWLQJ�DOO�RI� WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�D�
FORVHG� HWKQLF�PDUNHW�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� EHQH¿W� RI� HWKQLF�PHPEHUV� EHLQJ� SURWHFWHG� IURP�
RXWVLGH�FRQWURO��DQG�±�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�±�LQFOXGLQJ�RQ�WKDW�OLVW�DOO�RI�WKH�EHQH¿WV�JDLQHG�
E\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�GRPLQDWH�PDUNHW�UHJLPH��LQFOXGLQJ�VHOOLQJ�SURGXFWV�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�
PDUNHW�DQG�SURGXFLQJ�FRPSHWLWLYH�WHFKQRORJLHV��

7KH� YHU\� LGHQWLW\� RI� µEODFN¶� DQG� µ$IULFDQ¶� DUH�� DV�0XGLPEH� ������� KDV� VR� ZHOO�
HVWDEOLVKHG�� PRGHUQ� FRQVWUXFWLRQV�� µ%ODFN¶� DQG� µ$IULFDQ¶� DUH� DOUHDG\� IRUPV� RI� VHOI�
GH¿QLWLRQ�WKDW�KDYH�JUHDWHU�VDOLHQFH�WKDQ�µ)HQWH¶�RU�µ7RQJD¶��,Q�HIIHFW��ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQV�
DUH�UHOLDQW�RQ�WKH�ELOLQJXDO�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�EHFRPH�WKHLU�QHZ�PDVWHUV��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�
PDVWHUV�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�NQRZOHGJH�UHJLPH��ZKHWKHU�
GRPLQDWHG�E\�WKH�ODQJXDJHV�RI�$PKDULF��$UDELF��<RUXED��(QJOLVK��3RUWXJXHVH�RU�)UHQFK��
7KH�UROH�RI�WKH�SDUDVLWLF�WUDQVODWRU�DUJXDEO\�LV�D�IHDWXUH�RI�D�SDULDK�FXOWXUH��RQH�WKDW�KHOSV�
VXVWDLQ�WKH�GHSHQGHQFH�DQG�VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�QDWLYH�SRSXODWLRQV��µ%ODFN¶�DQG�µ$IULFDQ¶��LQ�
VRPH�FDVHV�� FDQ� WKHPVHOYHV�EH� DOLHQ� LGHQWLWLHV�SDUDGHG� DV� D� FDWFK�DOO� LGHQWLW\� WKDW� LV�
FKDUDFWHULVWLFDOO\�PRGHUQ�±�OHYHOLQJ�DOO�GLIIHUHQFHV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�SURGXFWLYH�DQG�VRFLDO�
HI¿FLHQFLHV�

6HPH� FRQVLGHUHG� VXFK� YLUWXHV� DV� FRPPXQDOLVPV�� DOWUXLVP�� WROHUDQFH� DQG�
EHQHYROHQFH�FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�$IULFDQ�SHRSOH��+RZHYHU��WKHVH�JHQHUDO�YLUWXHV�IXQFWLRQ�WR�
HIIDFH�WKH�DFWXDO�YLUWXHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�GLVWLQFW�SRSXODWLRQV��&RPPXQDOLVP��DOWUXLVP��
HWF��VXUUHSWLWLRXVO\�HIIDFH�EHFDXVH�DOO�IRUPV�RI�XQLTXH�LQWHUHVW�DQG�SDUWLFXODU�EHOLHIV�DUH�
FRQVLGHUHG�VXERUGLQDWH�FRJQLWLYH�IHDWXUHV�WR�JHQHUDO�YLUWXRXV�WUDLWV��7KH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�
$IULFDQ�FXOWXUHV�DV�FXOWXUHV�EDVHG�RQ�JHQHUDO�YDOXHV�DUH�GHVFULSWLRQV� WKDW�QHFHVVDULO\�
H[FOXGH� DOO� IRUPV� RI� VXEVWDQWLYH� GLIIHUHQFHV� DQG� FRQÀLFWLQJ� VXEWOHWLHV��7KH� QDPH� RI�
WKH�JRGV�ZRUVKLSHG�E\�HDFK�JURXS��IRU�H[DPSOH��DQG�WKH�WUXVW�WKH\�DFFRUG�WR�LQ�JURXS�
PHPEHUV�ZLWK� WKH� VDPH� UHOLJLRXV� EHOLHIV� DUH� UHGXFHG� WR� D� QHEXORXV� VSLULWXDOLW\� DV� D�
JRRG��7KH�WUXVW�DFFRUGHG�WR�LQ�JURXS�PHPEHUV�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�PHPEHUVKLS�LV�UHGXFHG�
WR�DOWUXLVP�DV�D�JHQHUDO�YLUWXH�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH�DOWUXLVP�SUDFWLVHG�E\�RWKHU�JURXSV��7KDW�LV��
YLUWXHV�DUH�GHVFULEHG�DV�JHQHUDOLVHG�WUDLWV�GHYRLG�RI�SDUWLFXODU�LQQXHQGRV��V\PEROV�DQG�
PHDQLQJV��WKHUH�VLPSO\�DUH�QR�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�ZD\�YLUWXHV�DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�JHQHUDWLRQV�
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RI� DQ\� JURXS¶V� KHULWDJH��:KHWKHU� QHZO\� PDUULHG� FRXSOHV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\� OLYH� QHDU� WKH�
IDPLO\�RI�WKH�EULGH�LV�LUUHOHYDQW��ZKDW�LV�UHOHYDQW�LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�FRPPXQDO�DQG�DOWUXLVW��
&RPPXQDO�FDUH�DQG�DOWUXLVP�DUH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�$IULFDQ�SRSXODWLRQV�ZKDWHYHU�WKH�KLVWRU\�
RI�WHUULWRULDO�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�SRSXODWLRQV��9LUWXHV�DUH�SLFWXUHG�DV�XELTXLWRXV�EHFDXVH�DOO�
$IULFDQV��DW�OHDVW�WUDGLWLRQDO�$IULFDQV��SUDFWLVH�WKHP��7KH\�DUH�WKXV�IRXQG�QRZKHUH�LQ�
SDUWLFXODU��&RQVHTXHQWO\��DFWXDO�SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�HIIDFHG�

Locke’s concept of Renaissance: Transvaluation, race, 
cosmopolitanism

/RFNH�OHIW�2[IRUG�ZLWKLQ�D�IHZ�PRQWKV�RI�6HPH¶V�GHSDUWXUH��+H�ZHQW�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
RI� %HUOLQ�� ����±������ WR� VWXG\� ZLWK� *HRUJ� 6LPPHO� DQG� +XJR� 0�QVWHUEHUJ� EHIRUH�
MRLQLQJ�+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\� LQ� ������ ,Q� ������ D� IHZ� \HDUV� DIWHU� DUULYLQJ� DW�+RZDUG��
/RFNH�SUHVHQWHG�D�VHULHV�RI�OHFWXUHV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�WKHQ�QDVFHQW�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
IRU�WKH�$GYDQFHPHQW�RI�&RORUHG�3HRSOH��1$$&3���7KHVH�OHFWXUHV�ZHUH�FROOHFWHG�LQ�DQ�
DQWKRORJ\��Race contacts and interracial relations��/RFNH�����F���������/RFNH�DUJXHG�
WKDW� UDFH� GLG� QRW� GHWHUPLQH� FXOWXUH� DQG� WKDW� UDFH�ZDV� QRW� D� ELRORJLFDOO\� GHWHUPLQHG�
FDWHJRU\��+H�FRQWHQGHG�WKDW�UDFH�ZDV�VWULFWO\�VRFLDOO\�GH¿QHG�DQG�WKHUHE\�FRQVWDQWO\�
FKDQJLQJ��5DFLDOLVHG�JURXSV�� IRU�/RFNH��ZHUH�ZDUUDQWHG� LQ�RUJDQLVLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV�DV�
VRFLDOO\�VKDSHG�FXOWXUDO�JURXSV��RI�ZKLFK�WKHLU�UDFLDOLVDWLRQ�ZDV�D�FXOWXUDO�IHDWXUH��LQ�
RUGHU�WR�GHIHDW�UDFLVP�DQG�SURPRWH�WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�JRRGV��

� /RFNH¶V� 3DQ� $IULFDQLVP� DQG� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� ZHUH� LPSRUWDQW� IHDWXUHV� RI� KLV�
OLIH��+H�ZDV�ZLWK� WKH�)UHQFK�2ULHQWDO�$UFKDHRORJLFDO�6RFLHW\��&DLUR��(J\SW�� LQ������
DQG� WKHUHDIWHU� KH� WUDYHOOHG� WR� QRUWKHUQ� 6XGDQ�� KH�ZDV� FRPPLVVLRQHG� E\� WKH�/HDJXH�
RI�1DWLRQV�WR�HYDOXDWH�WKH�$IULFDQ�0DQGDWH�V\VWHP��IRUFHG�ODERXU��LQ�WKH�&RQJR��+LV�
UHSRUW�ZDV�VR�FULWLFDO�RI�IRUFHG�ODERXU�WKDW�WKH�/HDJXH�RI�1DWLRQV�FKRVH�QRW�WR�SXEOLVK�KLV�
¿QGLQJV��/RFNH��ZKR�LQ������ZDV�WKH�,QWHU�$PHULFDQ�([FKDQJH�3URIHVVRU��&RPPLWWHH�
IRU� ,QWHU�$PHULFDQ� $UWLVWLF� DQG� ,QWHOOHFWXDO� 5HODWLRQV�� WUDYHOOHG� WR� +DLWL� XQGHU� WKH�
+DLWLDQ�SUHVLGHQF\�RI�(OLH�/HVFRW��IURP�ZKRP�KH�UHFHLYHG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2UGHU�RI�+RQRU�
DQG�0HULW��/RFNH�GHOLYHUHG�D�VHULHV�RI�SXEOLF�OHFWXUHV�ZLWK�WKH�DLG�RI�+DLWL¶V�0LQLVWU\�RI�
3XEOLF�,QVWUXFWLRQ��+H�ZDV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWH�RI�$IULFDQ�/DQJXDJHV�
DQG� &XOWXUH�� WKH� /HDJXH� RI�$PHULFDQ�:ULWHUV�� WKH� 6RFLHW\� IRU� +LVWRULFDO� 5HVHDUFK��
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�$FDGHPLH�GHV�6FLHQFHV�&RORQLDOHV�DQG�KRQRUDU\�IHOORZ�
RI�WKH�6RFLHGDG�GH�(VWXGLRV�$IUR�&XEDQRV��0DQJHRQ��������

7KH� FRQFHSW� RI� WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ� LV� DW� WKH� FHQWUH� RI� /RFNH¶V� SKLORVRSK\�� 7KH� 
SKLORVRSKLFDO� EDVLV� LV� WKLV�� SHUVRQV� DUH� QHFHVVDULO\� YDOXLQJ� DJHQWV�� HQJDJHG� LQ�
WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ� DQG� WUDQVSRVLWLRQ�� 9DOXHV�� IRU� /RFNH�� DUH� LQKHUHQWO\� SUHIHUHQFHV� WKDW�
FRQVWDQWO\� XQGHUJR� VXEWOH� VKLIWV�� YDOXH� FDWHJRULHV� DUH� LQKHUHQWO\� XQVWDEOH� DQG� WKH�
VHDUFK�IRU�XQFKDQJLQJ�FDWHJRULHV�LV�DQDORJRXV�WR�WKH�XVHOHVV�VHDUFK�IRU�YDOXH�DEVROXWHV�
WKDW� DUH�� IRU� /RFNH�� WKH� EDVLV� RI� GLFWDWRUVKLS� DQG� GRJPDWLVP��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� /RFNH��
D� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� RI� FRQIUDWHUQLW\� �RQH� WKDW� DSSUHFLDWHV� WKH� GLJQLW\� RI� GLIIHUHQW�
FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� WKHLU� FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR� D� FRPPRQ� KXPDQLW\�� RQH� WKDW� LV� LWVHOI� RSHQ�
WR� FRQVWDQW� UHYLVLRQ�� LV� SUHIHUDEOH� WR� D� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�RI� DEVROXWLVP�DQG�XQLYHUVDO�
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XQLIRUPLWDULDQLVP��RQH�WKDW�GH¿QHV�GLJQLW\�DV�D�JRRG�RQH�KDV��EHFDXVH�RQH�LV�D�PHPEHU�
RI�D�VLQJXODU�FXOWXUH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�WKH�sum borourm�RI�WKH�JRRG��RU�RQH�WKDW�DWWHPSWV�WR�
PDNH�H[LVWLQJ�SURYLQFLDOLVP�XQFKDQJLQJ���

/RFNH¶V�PRGHUDWH�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP��,�DUJXH�EHORZ��VXIIHUV�IURP�VRPH�RI�WKH�VDPH�
SUREOHPV�DV�UDGLFDO�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP��,�DOVR�DUJXH�WKDW�/RFNH¶V�DSSURDFK�RI�PRGHUDWH�
FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�FDUULHV�WKH�OHDVW�WKHRUHWLFDO�GLVDGYDQWDJHV�RI�WKH�LQYDULDEOH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�
RI�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�ZLWK�µVRSKLVWLFDWHG�FUXHOW\¶�

Cosmopolitanism as sophisticated cruelty

$OWKRXJK� D� FRVPRSROLWDQ� HVFKHZV� SDURFKLDO� FRPPLWPHQWV�� XQIRUWXQDWHO\�� VRFLHWLHV�
SURPRWLQJ� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� IUHTXHQWO\� SUDFWLVH� VRSKLVWLFDWHG� IRUPV� RI� FUXHOW\�� %\�
µVRSKLVWLFDWHG�FUXHOW\¶�,�PHDQ�WKH�NLQG�RI�FUXHOW\�WKDW�VXVWDLQV�VRFLDOO\�HIIHFWLYH�ZD\V�RI�
VXEMXJDWLQJ�QDWLYH�RU�HWKQLF�FXOWXUHV�ZLWKLQ�D�VRFLHW\��E\�SURGXFLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�HI¿FLHQFLHV�
VXFK�DV�VWDQGDUGLVHG�ZHLJKWV��FXUUHQFLHV��ODQJXDJHV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFHV��0DMRU�IRUPV�
RI�FRVPRSROLWDQLVP�±�ERWK�UDGLFDO�DQG�PRGHUDWH�±�DUH�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�GR�
QRW�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�MXVWLI\��FXOWXUHV�WKDW�KDYH�SUDFWLVHG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�IRUPV�RI�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�
FUXHOW\��+LVWRULDQV�RI�QXPHURXV�SHUVXDVLRQV��IRU�H[DPSOH��2UODQGR�3DWWHUVRQ�LQ�Freedom 
�������DQG�Slavery and social death ��������)HUQDQG�%UDXGHO� LQ�The Mediterranean 
and the Mediterranean world in the age of Philip II ��������$GDP�+RFKVFKLOG�LQ�King 
Leopold’s ghost ��������DQG�-DUHG�'LDPRQG�LQ�Guns, germs and steel �����),�SUHVHQW�
WKH�VHHPLQJO\�DOZD\V�FRQFXUUHQW�SUHVHQFH�RI�LQFUHDVHG�HI¿FLHQFLHV�WKDW�HQKDQFH�KXPDQ�
ZHOOEHLQJ�FRQFRPLWDQW�ZLWK��EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�FDXVDO�RI��VRSKLVWLFDWHG�VXEMXJDWLRQV�

6RSKLVWLFDWHG�FUXHOW\� LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\� LQWHQWLRQDO�� ,Q�*KDQD�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� WKHUH�
DUH����GLIIHUHQW�ODQJXDJH�JURXSV��VXFK�DV�WKH�$NDQ��DQG�LWV�VXEJURXSV�7ZL��)DQWH�DQG�
$NXDSHQ�7ZL��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�YHU\�VPDOO�JURXSV�RI�ODQJXDJH�VSHDNHUV��VXFK�DV�$QLPHUH��
ZLWK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����VSHDNHUV��RU�'RPSR��ZLWK�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���±���VSHDNHUV�DQG�
����SHUVRQV�VHOI�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�'RPSR��6RPH�RI�WKH�H[WLQFW�ODQJXDJHV�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD��
IRU� H[DPSOH�� ��;HJZL�� �;DP� DQG� 6HURD�� ZHUH� RQFH� LGHQWLFDO� WR� SRSXODWLRQV� WKDW� QR�
ORQJHU�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKH�XVH�RI�WKHVH�ODQJXDJHV��*HQRFLGH�DQG�GLVHDVH�DUH�QRW�WKH�
VROH�FDXVHV�RI� ODQJXDJH�DQG�SRSXODWLRQ�GLVDSSHDUDQFH�±�YHU\�RIWHQ��HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH�
PRGHUQ�ZRUOG��LW� LV�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�SURJUHVVLYH�DVVLPLODWLRQ��1HLWKHU�WKH�$NDQ�QRU�WKH�
;KRVD� DUH� SRSXODWLRQV�ZLWK� RUJDQLVHG� JURXSV�ZRUNLQJ� LQWHQWLRQDOO\� WR� DVVLPLODWH� RU�
DQQLKLODWH� WKH�'RPSR�RU�.X_NKDDVL� VSHDNHUV��0LQRULW\� ODQJXDJHV� IUHTXHQWO\�EHFRPH�
PRULEXQG�EHFDXVH�WKH�SHUVRQDO�QHWZRUNV�RI�WKHLU�VSHDNHUV�KDYH�EHFRPH�HQWZLQHG�ZLWK�
LQGLYLGXDOV��JURXSV�DQG�ODQJXDJHV�IRUHLJQ�WR�WKH�QDWLYH�SRSXODWLRQ��WKLV�KDV�KDSSHQHG�
LQ� 6XOWDQDWHV� DQG� WULEDOO\� VWUXFWXUHG� SRSXODWLRQV�� ZKHWKHU� LQ� (DVW� $IULFD� RU� :HVW��
SULRU� WR� (XURSHDQ� FRORQLDOLVP� DQG� VHWWOHU� FRORQLDO� GRPLQDWLRQ� �.UHVVH� DQG� 6LPSVRQ�
�������,W�KDSSHQHG�GXULQJ�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�,VODP��ZKLFK�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�VODYHU\�
�/RYHMR\��������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��LW�KDSSHQHG�DIWHU�WKH�GHPLVH�RI�VODYHU\��FRORQLDOLVP�DQG�
WKH�GLFWDWRUVKLS�RI� VHWWOHU� FRORQLDO� UHJLPHV��7KH�RI¿FLDO� ODQJXDJHV�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD�±�
$IULNDDQV��(QJOLVK��1GHEHOH��LVL1GHEHOH���1RUWKHUQ�6RWKR��6HVRWKR�VD�/HERD���6RWKR�
�6HVRWKR���6ZDWL��VL6ZDWL���7VRQJD��;LWVRQJD���7VZDQD��6HWVZDQD���9HQGD��7VKLYHQGD���
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;KRVD��LVL;KRVD���=XOX��LVL=XOX��±�DUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ODUJH�SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�SHUSHWXDWH�WKHLU�XVH�LQ�ERWK�ZULWWHQ�DQG�VSRNHQ�IRUPV��0DJXEDQH��������
+RZHYHU��GHDG�DQG�PRULEXQG�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH��DW�OHDVW�LQ�SDUW��
YLFWLPV�RI�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�FUXHOW\�±�DQ�XQLQWHQWLRQDO�UHVXOW�RI�QDWLRQDO�XQLW\��IUHHGRP�IRU�
FXOWXUDO�UHFLSURFLW\�DQG�FRVPRSROLWDQ�VHQVLELOLWLHV��,QFUHDVHG�FDVHV�RI�DOFRKROLVP��ZLIH�
EDWWHU\�DQG�SHWW\�WKHIW�DUH�DOZD\V�H[KLELWHG�E\�SRSXODWLRQV�FRPSHOOHG�WR�LQWHJUDWH�LQWR�
D�SRZHUIXO�FRVPRSROLWDQ�FXOWXUH��:KHWKHU�DSSODXGHG�E\�UDGLFDO�FRVPRSROLWDQV�EHFDXVH�
LW�VSHOOV�WKH�ORVV�RI�LGHQWLWLHV��GHVFULEHG�DV�RQH�IHDWXUH�RI�LQYDULDEOH�WUDQVYDOXDWLRQV�E\�
D�PRGHUDWH�FRVPRSROLWDQ��RU�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�FRQGLWLRQV��WKH�FUXHOWLHV�
ZURXJKW�E\�YDOXH�FKDQJHV�DUH�IDFWV�LQ�UHDO�OLYHV�

$W�WKH�)LVWXOD�+RVSLWDO�LQ�$GGLV�$EDED��(WKLRSLD�ZRPHQ�DUH�VHHQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�YDJLQD�
RU�OREHV�VHZQ�WRJHWKHU��0XFK�OLNH�JHQLWDO�PXWLODWLRQ��D�ZRPDQ¶V�IHPDOH�UHODWLRQV�PD\�EH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�SHUIRUPLQJ�DQG�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�ZLWKLQ�D�SDWULDUFKDO�FRPPXQLW\��
$OPRVW�HYHU\�ZRPDQ�IURP�D�PLQRULW\�ODQJXDJH�JURXS�PXVW�UHOLQTXLVK�FRQWURO�RYHU�KHU�
ERG\�WR�D� WUDQVODWRU� LI�VKH�ZDQWV� WR� WHOO�D�GRFWRU�IURP�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG�KHU�PHGLFDO�
V\PSWRPV�±�WKDW�VKH�LV�SUHJQDQW��WKDW�VKH�KDV�SDLQ�LQ�KHU�DEGRPHQ��WKDW�VKH�ZDV�UDSHG�
DQG� LV� EOHHGLQJ�� RU� WKDW� KHU� YDJLQD� KDV� EHHQ� VHZQ� VKXW� WR� DVVXUH� KHU� YLUJLQLW\��$Q�
XQLQWHQWLRQDO�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�FRVPRSROLWDQ�UHDOLW\�LV�GHOHWHULRXV�HIIHFWV�RQ�ORFDO�VRFLDO�
QHWZRUNV�DQG�PRUDO�VHQVLELOLWLHV��:RPHQ�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�YLFLRXVO\�VXEMXJDWHG�ZLWKLQ�
WKHLU�RZQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�KRXVHKROGV�PD\�JDLQ�KHOS�E\�HVFDSLQJ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�
DQG� JHWWLQJ� DVVLVWDQFH� IURP� VWUDQJHUV�� 7KHLU� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\� QHWZRUN� DQG� ERQG� LV�
WKHUHE\�VKDWWHUHG��,I�WKH\�UHPDLQ�HQWUDSSHG�LQ�WKHLU�IDPLO\¶V�KRXVHKROG�DQG�SURYLQFLDO�
FRPPXQLW\��WKH\�DUJXDEO\�IDFH�H[LVWHQWLDO�KRSHOHVVQHVV�DQG�GHVSDLU��7KHLU�VXIIHULQJ�ZLOO�
EH�XQUHGHHPHG�EHFDXVH�WKH�NLQGV�RI�SHUVRQV�ZKR�SURPRWH�YDOXHV�WKDW�DUH�FRPSDWLEOH�
ZLWK� UHOLHYLQJ� WKHLU� VXIIHULQJ� DUH� DOLHQ� WR� WKHLU� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH� PHGLFDO� SHUVRQQHO�
SURYLGLQJ�KHOS�PD\�EH�QXUVHV�DQG�GRFWRUV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�HWKQLF�JURXSV��RU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
QR�SDUWLFXODU�UHOLJLRXV��FXOWXUDO�RU�QDWLRQDO�WLHV��(YHQ�LI�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�RI�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�WR�
HQG��QR�UHDO�OLIH�VDOYDWLRQ�IRU�VXFK�ZRPHQ�LV�IRUHVHHDEOH�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��H[FHSW�E\�
WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ��

,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVH�LV�DPRUDO��,�ZLOO�QRW�DUJXH�KHUH�WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVH�LV�QRW�
D�SODFH�ZKHUH�VRPH�VHW�RI�DOO�JRRG�DQG�EDG�DFWV� LV�UHFRUGHG��7KHUH� LV�QR�P\VWHULRXV�
UHDOP� ZKHUH� SHRSOH� ZKR� SHUIRUPHG� EDG� DFWV� DUH� SXQLVKHG� DQG� WKRVH� ZKR� VXIIHUHG�
UHFHLYH�GXH�UHOLHI�VXFK�WKDW�WKH�XQLYHUVH��RQ�EDODQFH��LV�D�JRRG�SODFH��6ODYH�PDVWHUV�DQG�
PDUDXGLQJ�FRORQLDO�WKLHYHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�UDSLVWV��PXUGHUHUV�DQG�VH[LVWV�RIWHQ�OLYH�KDSS\�
OLYHV��GLH�SHDFHIXOO\��DQG�OHDYH�VXI¿FLHQW�ZHDOWK�WR�KHOS�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�SURVSHU��,I�,�DP�
ULJKW��VXIIHULQJ�LV�YHU\�RIWHQ�ZLWKRXW�UHFRPSHQVH�IRU�YLFWLPV��DQG�WKHUHE\�SHUVRQDO�DQG�
SK\VLFDO�ORVVHV�DUH�LUUHGHHPDEOH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VKDPH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ERWK�EHLQJ�D�
YLFWLP�ZLWKLQ�RQH¶V�RZQ�IDPLO\�DQG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�D�WUDLWRU�WR�RQH¶V�RZQ�FRPPXQDOO\�
VDQFWLRQHG�SUDFWLFHV�LV�QRW�UHSDLUHG�E\�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�JHWWLQJ�KHOS�WKURXJK�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
RI�PRGHUQLW\��7KH�VHQVH�RI�EHLQJ�DEMHFW�DQG�SDUDVLWLF� LV� UHDO�� WKH�KDUP�LV�SHUPDQHQW��
WKH�VXIIHULQJ�LV�QRW�UHGUHVVHG�DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV�PD\�UHPDLQ�XQUHSHQWDQW��*LYHQ�WKDW�WKH�
XQLYHUVH�LV�DPRUDO��WKH�OHDVW�RIIHQVLYH�ZD\�LQ�D�VRFLDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�WRR�RIWHQ�IDLOV�WR�VDYH�
H[LVWLQJ�SHUVRQV�IURP�VXIIHULQJ�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�FUXHOW\�LV�LQWXLWLYHO\�DSSHDOLQJ�
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/RFNH¶V�YDOXH�WKHRU\�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�YDOXDWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDULO\�HQJDJHG�LQ�WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ��
WKHUHE\�FUHDWLQJ�QHZ�DHVWKHWLF�FDWHJRULHV��7KH�FRQWLQXDO�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ� WKH�QDWXUDO�
FRPPLWPHQW� WR� RQH¶V� RZQ� FRPPXQLW\� DQG� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� UHJLPHV� LQWHJUDO� WR� WKDW�
FXOWXUH� LV� QRW� UHVROYHG� E\� QDWLYLVPV¶� HWKQRFHQWULFLW\� RU� D� FRVPRSROLWDQLVP� EOLQG� WR�
ORFDO�NQRZOHGJH��EXW� µWKH�RQO\� VROXWLRQ� LV� DQ�HQIRUFHG� UHVSHFW�DQG� LQWHUHVW� IRU�RQH¶V�
RZQ� WUDGLWLRQ�� DQG� D� PRUH� RU� OHVV� DFFXUDWH� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� RI� LWV� FRQWUDVW� YDOXHV� ZLWK�
RWKHU�WUDGLWLRQV¶������D�������)RU�/RFNH��XQLYHUVDOO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�DHVWKHWLF�IRUPV�RI�WKH�
EHDXWLIXO� DUH� RIWHQ� FUHDWHG� IURP� ORFDO� IRON� FXOWXUH�� ,Q� WKLV�ZD\� WKH� ORFDO�� SURYLQFLDO�
DQG�SDURFKLDO�EHFRPH�XQLYHUVDO�� ,Q�VR�GRLQJ��SRSXODWLRQV� WKDW�DUH� WKH�VRXUFH�RI�VXFK�
FUHDWLRQV� HQKDQFH� SRSXODU� SHUFHSWLRQV� RI� WKHP� DV� ZRUWK\� RI� UHVSHFW� DQG� GLJQLW\��
&RQYLYLDOLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ORFDO�DQG�WKH�FRVPRSROLWDQ�LV�FUHDWHG�LQ�VXFK�FDVHV��0LQRULWLHV��
SDURFKLDO� FRPPXQLWLHV��SDUWLVDQV�RI� HWKQLF� DQG� UDFLDO�JURXSV� DFURVV� VRFLDO� VWUDWD� FDQ�
DFKLHYH�GLJQLW\�±�D�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�ZRUWK�E\�RWKHUV�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�QRW�RI�D�VWDWLF�HVVHQFH�
RU�XQFKDQJLQJ�FKDUDFWHU��EXW�DV�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQWLQXDO�UHDOLW\�RI�WUDQVYDOXDWLRQ�WKDW�
FUHDWHV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�ORFDO�PDNLQJ�LWV�YRLFH�XQLYHUVDO��

The letter: Cosmopolitanism and the African Renaissance

7KH�PDJLFDO�SRZHUV�RI�6HPH¶V�OHWWHU�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�IRUPHG�D�QHZ�QHWZRUN�WKDW�JUHZ�
LQWR�D�XQLRQ�EHWZHHQ�PHQ�ZLWK�UDGLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�SKLORVRSKLF�RULHQWDWLRQV��$UJXDEO\��
WKH�PDJLFDO�SRZHU�RI�WKH���0DUFK������OHWWHU�ZDV�LWV�PHVVDJH�RI�ZHOFRPH�IURP�RQH�
$IULFDQ�WR�DQRWKHU��WKHUHE\�LQLWLDWLQJ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�FRQIUDWHUQLW\�EHWZHHQ�HQOLJKWHQHG�
VFKRODUV�XQGHU�WKH�$IULFDQ�5HQDLVVDQFH�XPEUHOOD�

Note 

�� 6HPH¶V�JUDGXDWH�SRUWUDLW��������&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��$UFKLYHV��&RVPRSROLWDQ�&OXE��������
0RRUODQG�6SLQJDUQ�/LEUDU\��+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\��6HPH�ZLWK�4XHHQ�/DERWVLEHQL�0GOXOL��
DQG�&URZQ�3ULQFH�0RQD�LV�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�µ6REKX]D¶�LQ�WKH�SKRWR������"��LQ�2GHQGDDO��������
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